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What I claim is: 

J A heat-conducting support for a round or curved bottom 
vessel, comprising: 

5 a metallic unit having an inner portion, an outer portion, and a 

base for placement on a heating element; 

wherein saiii inner portion is concavely curved to support a 
vessel having a rouncPor curved bottom; 

wherein said outerportion adjoins said inner portion at an upper 
1 0 location remote from a bottono of said inner portion; and 

wherein said outer potion extends away from said upper 
location of said inner portion toward said base and merges with said 
base. 

2. A heat-conducting support according to claim 1, wherein 
15 said metallic unit is made of heat conductive and essentially non- 
magnetic metal. 

3. A heat-conducting support according to claim 2, wherein 
said metal is aluminum or copper. 

4. A heat-conducting support according to claim 1, wherein 
20 said inner portion, said outer portion, and said base are respectively 

made of a single sheet of metal. 
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5. A heat-conducting support according to claim 1 , wherein 
at least one of said inner portion, said outer portion, and said base 
comprises a multi-layer sheet of metal. 

6. A heat-conducting support according to claim 1, wherein 
said outer portion tapers outwardly from said upper location toward 
said base. 

7. A heat-conducting support according to claim 1, wherein 
said outer portion extends essentially cylindrically from said upper 
location toward said base. 



8. AlieaPccn^ucli^^ to claim 1, wherein 
said base is a continuous sheet with orwiTfiout^ 

9. A heat-conducting support according to claim 1, wherein 
said base is substantially flat. 

10. A heat-conducting support according to claim 1, wherein 
said inner portion and said outer portion are a monolithic component, 
and wherein said base is a separate component to which said outer 
portion is connected. 

11. A heat-conducting support according to claim 1, wherein 
said base extends radially outwardly from where said outer portion 
merges with said base. 

12. A heat-conducting support according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
said inner portion, said outer portion, and said base are a monolithic 
component. 
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saidb ase i s f or m eabva.owerpa rt o.sa,d 
sadoufer portion has a circuiar cross sec 

base is square. wording to claim 1 . wherein 

, R a heat .conducting support accordmg 

rtio n is curved or has a smail flat section. 

16 . Ah ea t -condu* 9 supportac<» 9 „ 
saidbottom0f saidihne r portionisdisposed,hap l ahe 

is spaced from such a plane. 

0L a 
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